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Australian Energy Market Commission
PO Box H166
Australia Square, NSW 1215

Submission by email: submissions@aemc.gov.au

ActewAGL Distribution Consultation Response — National Electricity Rules
Amendment to facilitate metrology harmonization.

Dear Sir/Madam

ActewAGL Distribution welcomes the opportunity to make this submission in response to
the AEMC consultation on National Electricity Law — Proposed National Electricity Rules
change.

ActewAGL supports the changes proposed and subject to the suggestions below, provides
comments and recommendations for the following specific provisions of the proposed
amendments to Chapter 7 of the National Electricity Rules.

If you have any questions in relation to this proposal, please call Jeff Roberts on 02 6293
5856 or 0414 515 617.

Yours faithfully
V7
i

feff Roberts
National Electricity Market Operations Manager
ActewAGL Distribution
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1. Introduction

ActewAGL is a joint venture between ACTEW Corporation Limited, a territory-owned
corporation of the ACT Government, Alinta GCA Pty Ltd, and the Australian Gas Light
Company Limited (AGL), Australia’s largest energy supplier. The joint venture comprises two
partnerships: ActewAGL Distribution and ActewAGL Retail.

This submission is provided by ActewAGL Distribution in response to the Australian Energy
Market Commission (the Commission’s) consultation paper on a draft industry Rules change.

ActewAGL Distribution’s direct interests in the current consultation arise in respect of potential
impacts on its separately defined roles as:

e Owner and operator of the ACT’s electricity and gas distribution networks, and

e The Responsible Person under the National Electricity Rules (the Rules) for provision
of type 5, type 6, and type 7 metering services to ACT electricity consumers, and

» Accredited Metering Provider and Meter Data Provider roles providing services to the
Responsible Person in the ACT.

The issues paper and its attached draft Rules raise several matters in relation to these roles,
as well as some general issues. In summary, whilst we agree with most of the changes and
recommendations, ActewAGL's main concerns are that not enough analysis has been
undertaken to determine the true costs and benefits across a broad range of customers. All
the focus for change appears to be on the minority of large consumers, and the settlement
process (although this is where the greatest savings are for Retailers).

2. General issues

2.1 Specificity of the draft Rules

Attachment A 4.2 “A single metrology framework for first and second tier metering installations
will facilitate the transfer of consumers between local retailers and second tier retailers without
the need for changes to the metering installation, leading to a reduction in meter churn, and a
greater willingness upon service providers to invest in metering equipment. This will promote
more efficient investment in metering installations.”

¢ Transfers happen regularly now for a majority of consumers without the need to
change metering. For about 1 - 2% of consumers in the National Electricity Market,
the above statement applies.
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